IN OLD MADRID
1 T AM safely come to the Court of Spain/ writes James
1 Howell to a friend in London, in December 1622,
4 and although we stayed three weeks behind my lord
Ambassador, yet we came hither time enough to attend
him to Court at his first Audience/
It was at a time when Madrid was especially interest-
ing to Englishmen, that James Howell came to the
English Embassy there, for the 'Spanish Match,' which
was to have united Prince Charles of England with the
Infanta of Spain, was just proposed, A keen observer,
few things escaped Howell's observation, and his garrulity
was such that we may believe, but little of what he saw
escaped the telling. Nor was it alone the society of the
capital that he observed, Speaking of Spain generally
we may find how little things have changed since his day,
Thus he writes of the Spaniard:
' Touching the People, the Spaniard looks as high
though not so big as a German; his excess is in too much
gravity, which some, who know him not well, hold to be
pride; he cares not how little he labours, for poor
Gascons and Morisco slaves do most of his work in field
and vineyard: he can endure much in the war, yet he
loves not to fight in the dark, but in open day, or upon a
stage, that all the world might be witnesses of his valour;
so that you shall seldom hear of Spaniards employed in
Night service, nor shall one hear of a duel here in an
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